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PHILOSOPHICAL 4 
DISSERTATIONS, 
| Wir PRorER 
REFLECTIONS, 
PROVING, 
1. The Non-Eternity of MaTTzr, and that 2 


there is a Vacuum. 

2. That there muſt neceſſarily be one Self- Exi- 
ſtent Being in three Self-Exiſtent Properties, 
with Attributes, infinitely Perfect. Proved à 

Priori. | / 

3. That the Light and Heat of the Sun, diſ- 
perſed into the Planetary Syſtem, ate purely 
Spirituous, and carry along with them no 
Particles or Effluvia of Real Matter. 

4. That the Soul is Im moral. 


The THIRD EDITION, Correted and Enlarged. 


To which is added, 


Three Philoſophical Diſſertations, 
(Never before Publiſh'd.) | 


PROVING, 


1. That Space is abſolutely Infinite. 

2. That Matter is not infinitely diviſible. 

3. That the Univerſal Space is not interſperſed through- 
out with Material Globes. 
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HILOSO PHICAL Enquiries, before 
P the clear Light of the Goſpel, tho they 
- . furniſhed Men with ſome Expectations of 

a future State of Rewards and Puniſhments, 
yet it as but in obſcure Uncertainty, and it is 
very truly objerved that the Goſpel of 
CHRIST bath brought Life and Immorta- 
lity to Light ; but as there are too too many, 
who would chooſe the Works of Darkneſs in 
the Miaft of this Light, by rejecting the gib- 
rious Light of it ; it is become neceſſary to have 
recourſe to Reaſon and Philoſophy to aſcertain 
ſuch Truths which the Goſpel reveals; and as 
the Revelation of the Goſpel gives Light to the 
Under/tandings of thoſe, ꝛbbo are prepared to re- 
cerve its Truths, ſo does it add to the Ulumina- 
| A 2 tion 


(iv) WT 
tion of the Mind in all modern W in- 
to true Philoſophy. 


And as the Goſpel is found to give Light to 
Reaſon and Philo 900 it muſt neceſſarily be 
a divine Revelation, fince nothing leſs Could 
have removed the Mifts 0 Error and Igno- 
rance, that the World before laboured under. 


Now the following Diſſertations (which 
hang together in a 22 ) are chiefly deſigned 
to prove, from natural Reaſon, the Being and 


Attributes of God, and the Immortality of the 


Soul, which we are aſſured of from the Goſpel 
Revelation ; whereby it may be obſerved that 
what the Goſpel aſſures us of, is 1 to 
natural 22 ee by it, | ſo that 
aohere Reaſon and Revelation thus join together, 


as Philoſophy proves the Truth of Revelation, 


% Revelation aſcertains the Truth of fuch 


Philoſophy ; which indeed had need 10 join 


their Forces to put a Stop to the Grow of 
an and Infidelity. 


And as the Authority of Divine Revelition 
will give Life and * to my following Diſ 
fertations ; ſo my fellowing Diſſertations are 
deſigned to 440 70 to the Belief” of, and the Obe- 
dience to, the Goſpel of CHRIST. 


B. P. 


< Philoſophical 


Philoſophical D1sSERTATIONS. 


—— — TT 


DISSERTATION I. 


That Matter is not Eternal, and that there 
| is a Vacuum, 


HATEVER is eternal muſt be 
uncreated, and whatever 1s uncreat- 
ed muſt be of itſelf a neceſſary 
Being; and that Being, which is 
neceſſary has no Dependance upon 
any other, but all other Beings muſt 
depend «pon and exiſt in, that neceſſary Being as 
its Original and firſt Cauſe, 


Whatever then was not the Original and firſt 
Cauſe of all Things muſt be created by that 
which neceſſarily exiſted eternally; and that, 
which neceſſarily exiſted without Cauſe or Crea- 
tion, muſt have an Equality of Exiſtence every 


where; ſince Neceſſity of Exiſtence mplies an 


Impoſſibility of Non-Exiſtence either as to Time 
I or 


(6) 

or Place, ſo that there was not a when or a 
where this Exiſtence was not the fame, which 
mult therefore be ab/olute infinite, without being 
circumſcribed or limited either by Time or Place : 
So then it muſt be impoſſible that it ſhould not 
have the neceſſary Qualities that belong to Infi- 
nity, and whatever is abſolutely Infinite muſt 
be poſſeſſed of abſolute Perfections: (as I ſhall 
make appear in its proper Place) So that what- 
ſoever neceſſarily exiſts, is endued with the Quali- 
ties that muſt be the Reſult of abſolute Perfecti- 
ons, as Intelligence, Wiſdom, and Power to 
create whatever was agreeable to that Wiſdom, 
Power, and Intelligence, 


But Matter could not be his intelligent Agent 
that gave Beings to all Things, becauſe itſelf is 
incapable of Perception, Action, or Selt-Motion, 
except when and while it is actuated by Spirit, 
and then it becomes capable of all ; Spirit muſt 
then be the frft, the only Intelligent, the onl 
unoriginated and eternal Being : And before 
unoriginated Exiſtence began to act, and to pro- 
duce Place out of Space, and Time out of 
nity, there could be no ſuch Thing as Matter in 
Being, which was only created on purpoſe to be 
ſerviceable to ſuch Creatures, who were to be 


made up of Body and Spirit: For it muſt be 


abſurd to imagine, as ſome have, that Matter 

ſhould be Eternal, or, as others, That the Di- 

vine and neceffary Being hath never been with- 

out Creatures, but that from Eternity he has 

dee other Beings, or he muſt neceſſarily 
ave been an Eternity inactive. 
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the Thing created; and if whatever is created 
muſt have a Beginning, as it neceſſarily muſt, 
then muſt there be an Eternity before that Be- 
ginning; but to imagine Creatures from Eter- 
nity muſt be abſurd, for this would be to ſup- 
pole Creatures nec as well as the Creator, 
and whatever is nece cannot be ſubject to 
Alteration or Change, nor could it require a 
Creation; for only what is created can be ſub- 
jected to Alteration according to the Will of its 
Creator, and as its Acts of free Agency are di- 
rected by the Laws given it. 


It muſt be abſurd to reaſon that had not this 
neceſſary Being had Creatures from Eternity he 
muſt neceſſarily have been an Eternity inactive. 
This neceſſary Exiſtent Being, being in himſelf 
infinitely Perfect, and his Eternity admits no 
Meaſure or Progreſſion as Time does; and the 
neareſt we can conceive of his Eternity paſt be- 
fore he began his Creations; is, that no Time 
was paſt before this Beginning; for Time only 
commenced with the Beginning of Creation; 
but to imagine him an Eternity inactive, is mak- 
ing Time and Eternity ſimilar to each other 
whereas Eternity before the Creation was no 
more to the ſupreme, infinite, unoriginated Be- 
ing than any preſent Inſtant of Time is to us, 
which we can neither meaſure nor continue, but 
by its conſtantly lowing as it comes and makes 
no ſtay, is that which alone gives Time a Name 
and Duration to us, created Beings z which, be- 
fore the Commencement of Time and Duration, 


had not a Being in the unoriginated Exiſtence ; 


nor 


(8) 
nor does the Commencement of Time and Mat- 
ter make any Change in his Eternity, who has 
created Time and Place ſubſervient only to his 
Creatures, which make no Change in himſelf no 
more than if he had yet remained without them: 
And till Time commenced *tis impoſſible he 
could be idle ; for to imagine one to be idle and 
have no Time to work in, is expecting Work to 
be done without Time to do it in, and could it 
be done without Time, then might God work 
from Eternity, but this is abſurd : Twas ſuffi. 
cient, when God began his Creations, that he 


ſhould with them produce Time to perform 


them in, without which no Creature could have 


been produced, therefore no Creature can be 


from Eternity, which to ſuppoſe would form an 
Hypotheſis to deſtroy the very Nature of Eternity, 
and make Time itſelf of the ſame Date. 


Now whatever is a neceſſary Being muſt be 
every where, for whatever neceſſarily exiſts of it- 
ſelf any where, without Cauſe or Origination, 
mult, for the ſame Reaſon, exiſt every where, 
becauſe the Neceſſity of its Exiſtence, in the very 
Idea of it, muſt imply an Impoſſibility of its 
Non-Exiſtence (of which in the next Diſſertation} 
and where there is an Impoſſibility of Non-Exi- 
ſence, it muſt be impoſſible but that ſuch Exi- 
ſtence mult exiſt every where, for whatever may 
be excluded from any Place cannot be unorigi- 
nated or eternal, but may be ſuppoſed to be ex- 
cluded from other Places, ad inſinitum, until it 
may. be ſuppoſed to be excluded from every 
where, and conſequently be no where. 


But 
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But Matter is not every where (of which here · 
after) therefore not a neceſſary Being or unotigi- 
nated, but created in Time, not from Eternity, 
and if not from Eternity then was it created out 
of nothing by the Will and Pleaſure of the on- 
ly unoriginated, neceſſary, Self- exiſtent, infinite- 
22 and powerful ſpiritual Exiſtence of the 
upreme Gop over all his Works, bleſſed for ever. 


Now that Matter is not every where, or that 
there is a Vacuum appears, firſt, from all the 
Planetary Bodies of our Syſtem, deſcribing equal 
Areas in equa} Times, or by finiſhing their Re- 
volutions exactly in the ſame Periods, one Time 
after another, which they could not do if they 
mov'd ina Plenum, for then muſt their Motions be 
retarded, for Matter (according to the known, 
Laws of Nature) muſt neceſſarily reſiſt their Mo- 
tions, and cauſe them to grow ſlower and ſlower, 
and at laſt to ceaſe, | 

1 

If it be objected that the Plenum is itſelf 
mov'd along with the Bodies in it, and is there- 
fore no Let or Hindrance to their Motions, 


This Objection is eaſily remov'd, by obſerv- 
ing, that if this was ſo, then all the Revolutions 
of the whole Syſtem of Bodies, at what Diſtance 
ſoever, would be performed in one and the ſame 
Time 3 for ſuppoſing a Plenum, and that this Ple- 
num moves along with the whole Syſtem, then 
from the Center of the Plenum the whole muſt 
have the Motion commenſurate, and ſo the Di- 
ſtance give no Alteration as to Time, to the 
Motions of the whole Syſtem; nay the whole U- 
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(10) 
niyerſe (upon this Hypotheſis) muſt be concerned 
in it; Which appears, even in our own Syſt 
de facto, it is not, Witneſs, the Revolutions of 
our Primary Planets, whoſe Revolutions vary ac- 
cording to their Diſtances from their central Lu- 


minary the Sun, whoſe Magnitudes, Weights, 


and Diſtances are proportion'd to a proper Velo- 
city to preſerve them in their common Orbs 
either from flying off in their Tangents, or from 
being let fall into the Centre of Attraction. 


So likewiſe the Attendants of the Primary 
Planets, viz. our Moon, with the Satellites of Sa- 


turn and Jupiter cannot be mov'd in their Orbs 


upon Suppoſition of the Motion of a Plenum, be- 


cauſe ſuch 4 Movement muſt neceſſarily throw 


their Motions into Confuſion ; but upon Suppo- 
ſition that they and the others move in a Vacuum, 
all Motions both of the Primary and Secondary 


Planets are eaſily and without any Perplexities 


accounted for. 


Secondly, That there is a Vacuum, appears from 
the Reflection of the Sun's Rays upon any thing 
of Matter; for ſo far as the Sun meets with any 
Matter to receive its Rays, it certainly reflects 
them; which is obſervable of the Sun's Rays in 
our Atmoſphere, as far as they reach before its 
Riſing and after its Setting; by which it appears 
that our Atmoſphere is not extended above fifty 
Miles from the Surface of the Earth: Now ſup- 
poſe our Atmoſphere was extended to the Orb 
of the Moon, then would there be no more 
Darkneſs in a clear Night than in a cloudy Day; 
becauſe the Sun's Rays would be entertain'd 
therein, and reflected ro us again, all . 

within 
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within the Circumference of the Earth's Shadow 
at the Moon's Diſtance, which would only be 
about three Times the Breadth of the Moon's 
Diameter (as may be obſerv'd by her Eclipſes) 
and ſignify but little towards the depriving us of 
a ſurrounding Reflection of the Sun's Rays, and 
be only a Shade from its Heat; for if the Moon 
itſelf can caſt ſuch a Luſtre by reflecting its Rays 
from ſo ſmall a Body, what then muſt the Light 
of its Rays be, if entertained by a Plenum, and 
reflected thereby, when the whole Syſtem, as 
far as its Rays could reach, would not be with- 
out its Entertainment, and conſequently not 
without its Reflection? But this de facto is not 
ſo, therefore there is a Vacuum. 


Thirdly, If Matter neceſſarily exiſted, then 
could it not be excluded from any where (as 1s 
before obſerv*d of a neceſſary Exiſtent Being) but 
the whole infinite Extenſion muſt be filled with 
Matter, without Pores or Parts, or Centre of 
Gravity; whereas we find, de fafo, no ſuch 
Matter in Being; for the hardeſt Metals, as 
Gold for Inſtance, is found to have more Pores 
than Parts; for Water by much Preſſure has 
been forced thro? its Pores ; and if Metals and 
Minerals admit of Vacuities, much more muſt 
other lighter Solids, and ſtill more the Spungi- 
neſs of the Air: And if theſe Things, which 
contain in them real ſubſtantial Matter, admit of 
more Vacuities than Matter itſelf, then muſt there 
be a Vacuum perfectly diſtinct from Matter; there- 
fore the Divine and Spiritual Eſſence is the only 
unoriginated and neceſſary Exiſtence, from whom 
all Things that ARE have received their Begin- 
nings, and upon whom their Exiſtence depends. 

B 2 Dis- 


DISSERTATION II. 


That there muſt neceſſarily be one Self-Exiſtent 
Being, in three Self-Exiſtent Properties, 
with Attributes infinitely Perfed. 


T has been prov'd, from the preſent Order 
and Diſpoſition of Things, that Matter is not 
neceſſarily Exiſtent, but dependent upon an Ori- 
ginal and firſt Cauſe z and the ſame will likewiſe 
be evident to Reaſon, from conſidering what 
Ideas we can frame of the Nature of a Self-Exi- 
ſtent and Independent Being. 


And it has been obſerv'd, that a Self-Exiſtent 
Being, exiſts without Cauſe or Original, and 
muſt therefore be every where, and whatever is 
every where muſt be infinite. 


And it is as certain, that I»finity muſt neceſſarily 
exiſt in, and from Eternity, as that there has 
been an Eternity, which is evident there muſt, 
tho? heyond the Reach of our preſent Compre- 
henſions, becauſe immeaſurable, and can only 
come within the Compaſs of our Notions or 
Ideas that it muſt neceffarily be ſo; ſo Infinity 
may furniſh us with the very ſame Apprehenſions 
and Ideas, that it muſt neceſſarily Exiſt eternally 
in Space; and Infinity cannot be without Perfe- 
Hons, nor Perfections without Intelligence; b for 

without 


(13) 

without Intelligence there can be nothing Per- 
fect; nor can there be a neceſſary Exiſtence 
without Infinite Perfections (as will appear here- 
after ;) Matter cannot therefore be Self. Exiſtent 
becauſe incapable of Intelligence or Perception, 


It therefore follows, that a neceſſary Self-Exi- 
ſtent Being muſt be Spiritual, ſince nothing could 
be eternal that was incapable of Infinity, to ren- 
der it Perceptive, Intelligent, and Active; 
which Matter being incapable of, muſt neceſſaril 
rove it Paſſive, and not Exiſtent of itſelf, 
kince the very Nature of Self. Exiſtence muſt 
imply Intelligence; becauſe that which is incapa- 
ble of Intelligence cannot exiſt from its own 
Nature and Neceſſity. Nor could that which 
neceſſarily exiſted of itſelf ever be paſſive ; for 
all Things that are paſſive are ſubject to Altera- 


tion and Change, and could have no neceſſary 
Self-Exiſtence. 


33 
3 . 


And it being impoſſible, but that whatever 
exiſted of itſelf muſt be Infinite and Eternal; 
it will therefore follow that the eternal Exiſtence 
muſt be endued with Intelligence, as a neceſſary 
Conſequence of his infinite Exiſtence. 


| 7 Now that there has been an Eternity paſt with- 
= cut Worlds and Inhabitants, and yet no Time 
F. was ever without them, is eaſy and natural to 
imagine, as neceſſarily there muſt, and it could 
not be otherwiſe, as appears from the foregoin 
Proofs of the Non-Eternity of Matter; fo muff 
Space be as neceſſarily Infinite and Eternal; In- 
nic then was neceſſarily Exiſtent in Space; and 
Intelligence muſt neceſſarily exiſt in Infinity; and 


in 
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( 14 ) 
in infinite Intelligence there muſt neceſſarily be 
abſolute Perfections. 5 


As Space muſt therefore neceſſarily contain 
Infinity, Infinity muſt neceſſarily exiſt in Space, 
and Space be neceſſarily filled with Infinity; for 
otherwiſe Space would have no Exiſtence in it, 
whereas it contains not only Ixfinity itſelf, but 
alſo all created Exiſtences whatſoever. But to 
imagine Space a Non-Eatity of unthinking No- 
thingneſs would deſtroy the very Nature of Infi- 
nity z but Exiſtence implies the Being of s0Mz- 
THING that does either dependently or indepen- 


dently Exiſt, but nothing cannot be ſaid to exiſt 


at all, but implies an utter Non-Exiſtency. But 
eternally there is ſomething that muſt neceſſarily 
exiſt infinitely, whether there had ever been any 
other Exiſtencies at all; and it is manifeſt that 
Space does thus infinitely every where fo exiſt (as 
I ſhall more fully prove in the firſt Diſſertation of 
the additional Part.) | 


Now, as above obſerved, whatever is infinite 
muſt be perfect, and Perfection muſt imply In- 
telligence, as neceſſarily exiſtent in Infinity, as 
Infinity in Space; and becauſe that Space muſt 
neceſſarily contain Iiinity; Infinity muſt as ne- 
ceſſarily contain the Perfections which muſt ac- 
company Infinitude; from whence will neceſſarily 
flow the Attributes of infinite Perfections; as in- 
finite Preſence, infinite Knowledge, infinite Power, 
infinite Love, infinite Mercy, infinite Goodneſs, 
infinise Juſtice, infinite Truth, infinite Holineſs 1 
and, in a Word, every Thing that is Goad, as 


the neceſſary Reſult of infinite Perfectians. 


And 


* 2 
e 8 5 5 
1 * 
„ r och i 
ESO: y het * . * C 
: -* SE. 4% x7 13" tae 


* r = . 

. pr PI yy , "ay * 
* ae =, 9 . DR = rr 
* 8 »i& * as pt ok SE 

1 | 3 EM 


_il 
* 
5H 
* 
"2 
> 
: 
* 
WM 


= 
"I 
"2 
be © 
i 
b - 
* 
1 
* 
& 
1 
* 
1 
bs. 


1 


=» 


+. © 


And as Space thus contains Infinity, the Infi- 
nity it contains muſt needs be a Spiritual Eſſence 
of infinite Extention, unbounded and unlimited 
in Preſence, Power, and in all the aforeſaid At- 
tributes, derived, as before | obſerved, from -infi- 
nite Perfections, independently exiſting; and of 
Neceſſity ſo exiſting, that it is impoſſible it 
ſhould not ſo exiſt. 


Thus Space, Infinity, and Eternity, are im- 
meaſurable, and —— — be- 
fore Time was, and notwithſtanding Time has 
been produced out of Eternity, and Place out of 
Space, and Finite Beings out of Infinity, yet 

ternity, Space, and Infinity remain unchange- 
able. 0 | 


For the unoriginated Eſſence of Infinity can 
never be alter d by created Time and Duration, 
nor can Eternity be either lengthened or ſhorten- 
ed. | 


Before Time, his Perfections remain'd-uncom- 
municated, and yet they remain'd no Time un- 
communicated ; for his Eternity was no Dura- 
tion of Time, but to him as an inſtant, a juſt 
noto, an immeaſurable Moment; which ſtill is, 
and ever will be the ſame in the Divine and Un- 
originated Exiſtence. 


Tho? this muſt appear Difficult to our preſent 
Comprehenſions, ſince we ' meaſure Time by 
Days, Weeks, Months, and Tears; but Space 
and Eternity admit no Meaſure or Progreſſion, 
of 


- 4 6. 


(16) 
of which ſee my nn namen Fa l. 
Sec . 


Andi in ſhort, there i is juſt as much Difference 
between Space and Place, and Time and Eter- 
23 as between a finite Creature R infinite 


Hence we may obſerve, that the Eſſence of 
God muſt be an undivided Eſſence in Unity and 
Perfections, as obſerved in the Beginning of the 


firſt Section of my Journey thro the Morld. 


And as upon the Beginning of his Creations 
his Perfections became communicable, ſo it there- 
by became neceſſary for us that he ſhould diſtin- 
guiſh the Eſſence of his Godhead into ſuch Pro- 
perties, by which he ſhould have Occaſion to 
communicate his Goodneſs and Perfections to 
us; and to that End has made himſelf known to 
us, as our Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier, 3 
by the Appellations of Father, Son, and Holy 2 
Ghoſt; in which Names we are initiated into his 23 
Church-Militant, by Baptiſm, by the Authority 1 
and Command of Chriſt himſelf, Juſt before his 3 
Aſcenſion into Heaven bt 


Similar to which Three Perſons of the Trini- 
ty, figuratively ſo called, in one Deity (as ob- 
ſerved in my late Chriſtian Philoſopher) are the 
three before mentioned Properties of Self- Exi- 
ſtence, - in One Self. exiſtent Eſſence: From 
which I would only obſerve, that as there is a 
Poſſibility of a Similarity between the Three Pro- 


perties of the Selft-exiſtent Eſſence, by the ſame 
Number 


[ 
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(17) 
Number of Perſons in the Godhead, and the 
ſame Number Three in the Offices thereof; I 
hope the Proof of the Three Properties of Self- 
Exiſtence in the One Self- Exiſtent Eſſence will 
be ſufficient to reconcile the Myſtery, fo far as I 
propoſed in the aforeſaid late Tract, not to con- 
drache Reaſon, any more than other Myſteries 
which are out of the Reach of our Comprehen- 
los. LATE: 
And in the Proſecution of this Attempt, I 
ſhall lay down this as my fundamental Propoſi- 
tion. / 


That the One Divide Self-Exiſtent Eſſence 
exiſts in Three Divine Self-Exiſtent, Independent, 
and Unoriginated Properties. 5 


I believe it will be allowed me that there can 

be no Fein without Properties, and that the 
Properties of any Being render it ſuch a Being as 
it really is: The Properties of a created Being 
muſt be created, dependent, and communicated 
Properties: The Properties of an uncreated Be- 
ing muſt be independent, neceſſary, Self- Exi- 
ſtent, and eternal Properties. 


Let us ſee then what Properties may be found 
that muſt neceſſarily exiſt without Cauſe or Ori- 
ginal, for whatever ſo exiſts muſt be a Property 
of the Deity : Since whatever is neceſſarily Exi- 
ſtent muſt be without Beginning, without Cauſe, 
and without Creation, which are manifeſtly Pro- 
perties of God, and are not to be met with in 
any other Exiſtence, 

C Now 


(18) 


Now that there are Three . ſuch Properties of 
Self-Exiſtence, as before obſerved, and no more,, 
will eaſily appear by examining what muſt neceſ- 
farily exiſt, and could have no Creation, 


Neceſſary Exiſtence muſt be that which eter- 
nally exiſts equally every where the, ſame, and 
therefore infinitely, and of which it is impoſſible 
that it ſhould not ſo exiſt, and muſt be the only 
UBI to contain all created Exiſtences; and 
ſuch Exiſtence is Space, which is abſolutely infinite 
in itſelf, even in its own Nature and Neceſſity, 


and . exiſts every where the ſame, as well 


in the Globes and Inhabitants that exiſt in it, as 
out of them (of which more fully in its proper 


Place) and whatever exiſts infinitely, and every 


where the ſame muſt neceſſarily be a Property of 
the Divine Exiſtence : Hence the incomparable 
Sir Iſaac Newton terms Space, Qua Senſorium 
Dei, that is, in that Exiſtence God is infinitely 
Perceptive of all Things, r | : 


Infinity and Eternity are alſo ſynonimous Pro- 
perties of Self-Exiſtence, which with Space have 
exiſted, or more properly do evidently exiſt 
every where with it. | 


In theſe Three Properties, which are manifeſt- 
ly Properties of Self-Exiſtence, exiſts the Fulneſs 
of the Deity, in Properties Three, but in Eſſence 
and Self-Exiſtence Os theſe are the Three 
Properties of Self-Exiſtence in the only ons Di- 
vine unoriginated Eſſence; one in Selt-Exiſtence, 
2 in Independence, and therefore one in Eſ- 
ence. 


No 


619) 


No other Exiſtence or Property whatſoever 
can challenge Independency or Self- Exiſtence. 


Space, Infinity, and Eternity are then the only 
Three Properties of unoriginated Exiſtence, and 
cannot be communicated to any created Exiſten- 
ces whatſoever ; for if we conſider, notwithſtand- 
ing their near Affinity to each other, that being 
uſed by us as Terms, they cannot be equally ap- 
plied, and leave the ſame proper Senſe one as 
the other; and if ſo, then they muſt be diſtinct 
Properties, and exiſt in that Being, to whom 
only they can without Impropriety be applied, 
and to whoſe Eſſence they can only belong in 
their true Extent and Fulneſs. As for Example, 
if I uſe them as Terms, and fay, finite Beings 
were produced out of Space, Time was produced 
out of Infinity, and Place was produced out of 
Eternity : Will it not have a nearer Relation to 
the Terms to change them thus? Finite Beings 
were produced out of Infinity, Time was pro- 
duced out of Eternity, and Place was produced 
out of Space, Does not the Relation to the 
Terms here ſtand proper, and the other im- 


proper ? 


Then to know if they are Properties of Self- 
Exiſtence, let us ſce it the fame Anſwers will 
* hold good for all, and aſk of each by it- 
elf. 


Firſt, Is Space a Property of Self- Exiſtence ? 
C 2 Anfever, 


620) 


Anſwer, It is certainly without Beginning, and 
without End, and without Cauſe or Creation, 
therefore it muſt neceſſarily exiſt. 


Secondly, Is Infinity a Property of Self-Exiſtence ? 


Anſwer, It is certainly without Beginning, and 
without End, and without Cauſe or Creation, 
therefore it muſt neceſſarily exiſt. 

Thirdly, Is Eternity a Property of Self. Exi- 
ſtence ? | 


Anſwer, It is certainly without Beginning, and 
without End, and without Cauſe or Creation, 
and therefore it muſt neceſſarily exiſt, 


Now here the ſame Anſwers equally. ſerve to 
one as another, without any Impropriety or Bar- 
barity of Language, and are as juſtly applicable 
to one as another, and they muſt therefore one 
as well as another, be the Properties of the Di- 
vine Eſſence : But thoſe who would pretend to 
make the Attributes neceſſarily flowing from this 
neceſſary Self-Exiſtent Eſſence, Properties of 
the Eſſence itſelf, confound the Diſtinction ne- 
ceſſary between Properties and Attributes. 


For Attributes are what may be attributed to 
any Being, as neceſſarily accompanying ſuch and 
ſuch Properties belonging to the Being, which 
render it ſuch a Being as it is. 


The Attributes then that muſt ſieceſſarily be 
attributed to a Self- Exiſtent, Infinite, and Eternal 
BEIN, muſt be Attributes of infinite 2 

1 ince 


(21) 
ſince nothing can be wanted in Infinity, which it 
is not poſſeſſed of; and from infinite Perfections 
no Evil can, but all Goodneſs muſt, neceſſarily 
ariſe. - | 


Ry And as theſe Attributes are in a finite Degree 
= communicable to his rational Creatures, and his 
| —_— aforeſaid Properties abſolutely incommunicable to 
WP. any created Exiſtences whatſoever, becauſe un- 
| ; created Properties; therefore the Communicable- 
neſs of the one, and the Incommunicableneſs of 
the other, muſt needs make a clear Diſtinction 
between bis Attributes and Properties, 


As the Properties of a created Being muſt be 

; created Properties, peculiar and proper only to 
itſelf, which diſtinguiſh it from another Being of 

; contrary Properties, &c. So the Properties of a 
; Self-Exiſtent and 3 Being muſt be ſuch 
i Properties that diſtinguiſh that Being, a Being 
: only of unoriginated Exiſtence, and that which 
| without Cauſeexiſts in incommunicable Properties. 
1 So that Properties of Self-Exiſtence are as ne- 
F ceſſarily in the Self- exiſtent Eſſence, as that Be- 
ing neceſſarily exiſts itſelf, and are as plainly di- 


ſtinct from his Attributes, as the free Actions of 
a rational created Being are diſtinct from the Pro- 


perties of Reaſon and Intelligence, which render 
a Free-Agent. | 


The Actions of a Free-Agent are not his 
Properties, nor his Properties his Actions; but 
free Actions as neceſſarily low from Reaſon and 
Intelligence, as the Attributes of ablolute Perfe- 


ctions flow from the Properties of abſolute Self 
Exiſtence. 


But 
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But tho' God exiſts in Three, and only Three 
Properties of Self-Exiſtence, as above proved, 
and has made himſelf known accordingly in 
three Appellations, and in three Offices, has 
acted, and does act for the Benefit of Mankind, 
in the Creating, Redeeming, and Sanctifying 
them; yet this can never divide his Eſſence, 


which is Ox x in Three, Co- 
and Co. eternal Properties, 


ual, Co- eſſential, 
which render him 


One God, fo that his Eſſence is Ox Ex, and 


Properties of his Eſſence are Three. 


* 0 


Thus Three Properties may be eaſily appre- 
hended to be in One God, and One God exiſting 


in Three Properties or Perſons, as before explain- 


ed, without contradicting Reaſon. 


So that by this Account, I hope, the ſtumbling 


Block of the Doctrine of the Trinity may be re- 
moved, the Belief of which has been by many 
condemned, as not only above our Reaſon, but 
contrary to it; ſince this Light, into which I 
have endeavoured to put it, and which, 1 think, 
is moſt genuine, removes the Perplexities of the 
Caſe, in reconciling it fo far as not to contradict 
Reaſon, and that 1s what I only pretended to 
undertake, being far from attempting to offer to 
bring it within the Compaſs of our Comprehen- 
ſions; having, I think, proved in my Chriſtian 


Philoſopher, that even all Things 


in Nature 


<« are Myſterious: And if ſo, then much more 
muſt it be impoſſible to find out the Al- 
mighty to Perfection; for it is as much im- 
poſlible for a finite Being to comprehend Infi- 
© nity, as it is to have Infinity itſelf communt- 


ce 


cated ta it.“ 
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I defire that what is here offered may be un- 
derſtood only as an imperfect IIluſtration of this 
unconceivable Myſtery; not as an Attempt to 
controvert the diſtinct Perſonality Kerne ſo 
called) of the Second and Third PzrsoNs of the 
Tamer, £2 ei A n te 17 af ot 


Whether this Proof of the Being and Attri- 
butes of God be concluſive, I leave to the Judg- 
ment of diſcerning Readers. a e 


- LES a. 4 LAM —_— " 


To prove ſuch an Exiſtence is very eafy and 

natural, from the Effects that are produced, by 

> ſiiuch a Cauſe; and tho fach Proofs, which are 
nuamerous, carry along with them evident De- 
monſtration, yet we find that all the Pains that 
can be taken, and all the Proofs that can be 
given, of the like Nature, little enough; yea, 
too little to ſuppreſs Vice and Immorality, the 
Roots of Atheiſm and Infidelity ; which plenti- 
fully ſpring up, and ſhoot forth in cumberſome 
Branches, ſo that there is need of new Helps to 
eradicate and root them out; or at leaft to en- 
deavour to put a Stop to their dangerous Growth 
and further Encreaſe, ' © © 3 


nene tte 


Þ And as ſuch curious Enquiries may tend to 
j- "K the ſetting forth of the Glories of the only un- 

3 originated Exiſtence; ſo they muſt alſo tend to 
the weakening and overthrow of all ſuch No- 
tions as have a contrary Tendency, T 


And as I have hereby endeavoured to commu- 
cate the Ideas I bad framed in my own Mind, 
in the Proof of the Being and Attributes of 
30 God, 4 Priori; ſo I wiſh it may give my Rea- 
re 1 cears the ſame Senſe I have thereby produced in my 

7 own 
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own Breaſt, and excite in them as high an Eſteem 
and Veneration of the tremendous Majeſty of the 
adorable unoriginated Exiſtence, and Fountain 
of infinite Perfections, as the Meditations there- 
of have raiſed in my own Mind, and give them 
che Game Degree of Delight and Pleafire, A 9-4 


For tho* it be impoſſible to find out ths Al: 

mighty to Perfection; yet every {mall Ray, 

every Glimpſe we are afforded of his Perfections 

* | and Glories ein add new Life, new Vigour, new 
1 new Pleaſures, and Refreſhments * to 


Wake as his perfections are infinite, 6 1 5 
will admit of an Eternity of Admiration and En- 
joyment, always producing freſh Joys, Love, and 
delightful Adoration in all his Creatures, which 
are or ſhall be prepared by Holineſsto enjoy them. 


When I conſider that the infinite Preſence fills 
all Things, and that he muſt neceſſarily be in 
every Place, infinitely Perfect in Knowledge, 
Power, Wiſdom, Love, Goodneſs, Mercy, Faith- 
fulneſs, and Truth ; and that I have received my 
Being and Exiſtence from this Fountain of infinite 
Power, Goodneſs, and Mercy, and that I am 
thereby entituled to his ſpecial Care and Protec- 
tion; (if I forfeit not this Right by Rebellion 
againſt him) and that he is preſent with me 
wherever I go; how reaonably then may I 
hope and truſt, that I 'ſhall e're: long have the 
ſmall Rays of his Glories I now behold, as the 
Dawning of the Day, or Twilight of the Merning, 
break forth upon me in the clear Light of the 
ſhining of his Righteouſneſs into my Soul, 1 


r 
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I ſhall be releaſed from the preſent Fetters of 
Mortality ? | 


Oh! how ſhould theſe Thoughts and Expe-, 
ctations raiſe and continue in us an holy Reve- 
rence of his infinite Preſence, which fills all 
Things both in Heaven and Earth ? And how 
ſhould this influence all our Actions in all our 
Concerns and Affairs of Life, that they may be 
proportioned in their Performances to be 
able to his divine Will, and becoming his Pre- 
ſence, as the Spectator of them ? | 


And when we withdraw from the Secular 
Concerns of this Life to appear before him, 
either in bis Houſe, or in our Cloſets, with what 
Adoration and Awe ſhould we approach to ſo 
immediate an Intercourſe with his glorious Ma- 


Jeſty ? With what reverential Fear and humble 


Boldneſs (becauſe not only allowed, but com- 
manded it) ſhould we approach his Courts? 
Where in Spiritual Exerciſes, we may, by an 
Eye of Faith, behold his Preſence filling the 
ouſe, appointed for his Worſhip, and the 
Hearts of every of his faithful Servants, and his 
Angels ready to join with every devout Heart in 
their Praiſes, and to aſſiſt the Prayers which are 
offered from unfeigned Lips. . 


Let us then endeavour, by the Meditations of 
his continual Preſence, to have Life and Vigour 
added to all our Devotions, whether in his Hou e 
or in our Cloſets ; that may not only then elevate 
us, but may for ever carry us out of the Reach 
of that Ruin, that the Temptations incident to our 
preſent State would plunge 1 into, and enable us 


by 
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v (26) | 
by a Life of Holineſs to be daily ſtriving after Per- 
fection; ſo ſhall daily Comforts encreaſe upon us 


here, and everlaſting Joys await our Reception, 
when by Death we ſhall be born into Life eternal. 


ne. 


If it be aſked how I would infer Perfections 
from Infinity, and Intelligence from Perfections? 
I anſwer, 


Infinity hath no Bounds, but is unlimited in 
all Reſpects, and can admit of no Additions z 


and that which can admit of no Addition muſt 


in itſelf be abſolutely perfect: But without In- 
telligence ſomething muſt be wanting that might 
be added, to make it more compleat. | 


But as it is impoſſible, as I have obſerved, for 
Infinity to admit of either Addition or Subſtrac- 
tion, ſo it cannot want any Thing that it is not ak 
ſeſſed of, but muſt be poſſeſſed of all Fulneſs in 
Perfections, and Intelligence beyond the Compre- 
henſions of all created Beings, which live and 
move, and have their Exiſtences in it. 


Infinite Space equally exiſts within and wich- 
out all Bodies, rational or irrational, Globes or 
Inhabitants z whereas they terminate in their own 
Demenſions, and. may be either added to, or 
ſubſtracted from: But the PerfeCtions neceſſarily 
accompanying Infinity can admit of neither, there 
being nothing wanting in it that can be added, 
being abſolutely perfect; nor can any Thing be- 
longing to abſolute Perfections be diminiſh'd, 
chang'd, or taken away from it. 5 ; 
18+ 


(27)- 


—_ - @ 9 19 
o \ 4 \ - - LY A KB - ” 
* - N 1 7 * 2 Bb»! © _ = 
ro ACN a LT as 
Eee 
4 1 \ > _ * we A — 5 \ = 7 Fa „ 
4 * W 4 


DISSERTATION III. 


That the Light and Heat of the Sun, di- 
fperfed into the Planetary Syſtem, are pure- 
ly Spiritudus. 


T muſt be allow'd from Calculations and Ex- 
perimental Obſervations, that the Planetary 


Revolutions are performed in exactly the fame 


Periods of Time, one Revolution after another, 
therefore thoſe, who ſuppoſe a Materality in the 
Rays of Light and Heat, which proceed from 
the Sun, are not quite delivered from all the 
Perplexities, which the PToLoOM a 1c Syſtem laid 
them under in accounting for the Laws of Mo- 
tion in a rational and natural Way, being here- 
in forced to recur, for the Non-Rerardation of 
the Planetary Motions, to an Almighty Power, 
continually acting upon them by an external Im- 


pulſe. 


Now if I can make it appear that the Rays of 
Light and Heat from the Sun, which are com- 
municated to our Planetary Syſtem, are only and 
purely Spirituous z, then will their Motions, and 
the original Cauſes of them appear to be adapted, 
at firſt, by infinite Wiſdom, to be continued 
merely from the firſt Laws aſſigned them ; and 
to which, in a natural Way they are bound, and 

cannot 


8 3 


en 


(28) 
cannot of themſelves break through or chan 
from, nor by any Power whatſover, except t 
ſame Almighty Power, who at firſt fixed thoſe 


Laws, ſhould (upon any Occaſion ariſing from 


the rational Inhabitants of them) repea] or alter 
them from the Laws and Principles which he 
at firſt aſſigned them, which in all his admirable 
Works appear to be perfectly compleat, and to 


have no Laws given, that that infinite Wiſdom 
could amend, 


It being proved and granted, as before ob- 
ſerved, that the Planetary Bodies deſcribe equal 
Areas in equal Times, is ſufficient to prove that 
they move in a perfect Vacuum, or void 
of Matter, as to the common Courſe of Nature, 
and that they do thus move, without any conti- 
nual, forcible, and external Impulſe; from an 
innate Principle firſt implanted (by the Almighty 
and infinitely wiſe Contriver of the whole Crea- 
tion of the univerſal Globes and Inhabitants, Cc.) 
in all ſecondary Cauſes, will appear, I think, 
indiſputably, if the Objection of the Materiality 
of the Light and Heat of the Sun be fairly an- 
ſwered, which I believe is now the only Objection 
that is made againſt it. 


Firſt then, let it be obſerved that the Rays of 
Light proceeding from the Sun, except they are 
incorporated with a proper Medium for their 
Entertainment, are inviſible (ſuch as are Spiritual 
Exiſtences, except united to ſomething Material) 
and therefore paſũble without Hindrance or Re- 
tardation of the Motions of the Planets Revolu- 
tions; notwithſtanding the Planets themſelves are 
warmed and enlightned by the Heat and Light ad 
.. the 


| (29) 
the Sun's Rays, by having their „ 
rpoſely adapted by infinite Wiſdom and Power 
For the Reception and Entertainment thereof by 
Refraction and Reflect ion. | 


Thus though the Sun itſelf is a material Body, 
as a Globe 7 Fire, yet it is ſo adapted by infi- 
nite Wiſdom to afford Light and Heat to the 
Globes within the Reach of its Influence, and 
yet the Rays of its Light and Heat obſtruct not 
the Motions of theſe Globes thus enlightened and 
warmed by them, | 


For it is plain that the Sun's Rays ceaſe to il- 
luminate any further than they find Entertain- 
ment in a proper Medium, as is obſerved in our 
Atmoſphere, before its Riſing and after its Set- 
ting; ſo that where they are not incorporate 
wit — Material they become Inviſible, 
and no Ways luminous, which proves them to 
be only Sp:rituous ; becauſe only luminous and 
viſible through their becoming incorporate with 
the Atmoſphere of our Gro E, or thoſe of the 
other Planets, which are purpoſely fitted, as be- 
fore obſerved, for the Entertainment of them 
thereby to anſwer the wiſe Deſigns of their Crea- 
tion for their Uſe and Benet. : 


The fame may be alſo obſerved as to the Viſi- 
bility of the Rays of the reflected Light from 
the Bodies and Atmoſpberes of the Primary and 
Secondary Planets, which, being themſelves illu- 
minated in the fame Manner as this Globe we in- 
habir, can again refle& that very Illumination in- 
to the ſame Atmoſphere that is capable to enter- 
tain the Light of the Sun; when, at the ſame 
Time 


(30) 
Time it muſt be Self- evident, that there can no 
material Particles, ariſing from their Bodies, ac- 
company that borrowed and reflected Light, and 
it is certain alſo that the Rays of Light, which 
ſnine from them become luminous, viſible, and 
conſpicuous in the very ſame Manner, and by the 
very ſame Laws of the Primary Light itſelf, ſo 
that the Rays of Light are in themſelves Imma- 
terial and purely Spirituous. | 


It may be objected, that the Light of the 
Sun, and thoſe of the Moon and Planets, which 
ſhine with a borrowed Light, are different; in 
that the Sun affords Heat along with the Light, 
but the Moon and Planets afford no Heat but on- 
ly a Reflection of that Light they receive from 
the Sun, and that that Heat which eeds from 
the Primary Fountain, the Sun, muſt at leaſt carry 
along with it ſome very rarified Particles and Efflu- 
via of Matter from its flaming Fountain of Figs. 


In anſwer to which, let it be obſerved, that 
Heat, as well as Light muſt have a ge Me- 
dium for Entertainment, before any Effects can 
be ” 2 by the Influences of a diftant Fiery 
Globe, 


Which the Sun being allowed to be, and pla- 
ced in the Centre of the Planetary Syſtem may 
be ſaid to be the Soul or Spirit of the inanimate 
Bodies thereof, by preſerving them in their Or- 
bits by its central Attraction, and affording them 
Light and Heat, which are both of a pure and 
ſpirituous Kind z I do not mean of any Spiritual 


Intelligence, but of a Spirituous Influence. 
X Now 
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Now that Heat, as well as Light, communi- 
cated from the Sun to its Planetary Syſtem, is 
only Spirituous, and in that Kind influences our 
Globe, and the reſt of the Planets may appear, 
not only from the former Accounts of the Non- 
Retardation of the Planets Motions thro? any 
Effects of its ſurrounding Beams of Light and 
Heat, and of the Tmvifdilety and none Effects of 


them, where they are not entertained in a proper 
Medium. 


But alſo from conſidering the Sun as the Cen- 
ter of our Syſtem, and whatever material Sub- 
ſtance may be thrown off from his Surface by the 
Force of his fiery Flames, muft be confined to 
his own Atmoſphere, and return to its Body as 
its own proper Center ; for it is plain, from the 
Laws of Nature, that whatever Particles of Mat- 
ter do float in our Atmoſphere, or in the Atmo- 
ſpheres of any of the Planets, and conſequently 
of any of the Atmoſpheres of any Globes whart- 
ſoever, that they are confined within the Limits 
thereof, and can only make their Returns to the 
Surface of the Globes to which they belong ; as 
for Inſtance, the Meteors in our own Atmo- 
ſphere, whether they be Valery, or approaching 
to Fire, may be obſerved never to exceed the 
Limits thereof; but are confined within its ſur- 
rounding Circumference, and only reſpe& this 
Globe as their proper Center; then it muſt ne- 
ceflarily follow that the Sun (which is the very 
Center of our Syſtem itſelf, and unto which the 
whole of it pay their Tributes of Gravitation,) 
cannot lefs confine his own material Subſtance to 
his. own Body and Atmoſphere than the Planets, 

I 


which 
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which reſpect him as their Center, do confine 
ever Particle, and the Effluvia belonging to 
them, within the aforeſaid Reſtrictions, notwith- 
ſtanding the Communication of their borrowed 
Lights one to another, ws | 


Thus as illuminated Bodies can return their 
Lights beyond the Reach of their material Eu- 
via; ſo can the Sun, as a Globe of Fire diſperſe 
its Heat, as well as Light, without being accom- 
panied with any material Effluvia out of its own 
Atmoſphere, in ſuch Proportion as the Atmo- 
ſpheres it meets with are adapted for its Enter- 
tainment. | 


So that the Light and Heat of the Sun, en- 
joyed by its concomitant Planets, are only of a 
Spirituous Nature, and bring along with them no 
Particles. or Effluvia of Matter from its Body; 


| 5 tho“ vulgarly called Particles of Light and Heat, 
11 from their incorporating themſelves with ſuch 
Wo Particles and Effluvia in the Atmoſphere of our 


Globe, and thoſe of the other Planets, which are 

8 agreeable for their Entertainment and Reception; 

3 thereby giving them Light and Heat, as well as 

fag preſerving them in their Orbs and regular Mo- 

Pl tions; even as the Souls of Animals give Heat, 
14 Life, Vigour, and Motion to their Material Bo- 
#1 | dies, which they aZuate, tho“ themſelves imma- 
| | terial, | 


18 | 

— So that the Sun may be ſaid not only to be the 
fy Center, but the Soul (by its Spirituous Influence) 
1 of this material Syſtem, and by its Comforts to 
it ſupport and preſerve both the animate and inani- 


mate Parts thereof, even the whole of it. 1 
| or 
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For before the Creation of Globes and Inhabi- 
tants the whole infinite Extention was à pert 
Void or Vacuum; empty of Matter, or material 
Particles, Atoms, or via, tho? full of ſpiri- 
tual Exiſtence, Intelligence, Wiſdom, and Power, 
as is proved in the former Diſſertation. 


And whatever Globes were created in this infi- 
nitely extended Space have not at all altered or 
changed the Nature of Space, or rendered it ever 
the leſs; which being inſinite can neither be add- 
ed to or ſubſtracted from, but will for ever con- 
tinue the ſame, and is ſtill as ſree from material 
Atoms, Particles, and Effluvia, beyond the Cir- 
cumference of the created Globes and their At- 
moſpheres, as it was before their Creation, there- 
fore the Motions of the Globes are free without 
Hindrance or Retardation ; ſo that a due Order 
is preſerved amongſt them in all their harmoni- 
ous Revolutions, from the Laws of their central 
Luminaries Attraction, and their Tributes of 
Gravitation, above obſerved. 


The Light and Heat therefore of the central 
Luminary interfere not with the Motions of its 
concomitant Planets, but are ſpirituous and im- 
material out of its own Atmoſphere ; and that 
its Atmoſphere does not reach to any of the 
Globes or Planets, which are warmed and en- 
lighted by it, will appear from its Rays not- be- 
ing Luminous and Viſible, where they are di- 
ſtant from their own Atmoſphere, and not in- 
corporated with the Atmoſpheres of the Globes 
they warm and enlighten. 


For 
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For ſhould we * the Atmoſphere of the 
Sun to reach thro' the Planetary 8 amongſt 
all the Globes it warms and enlightens, then 
would the material Particles of its Atmoſphere 
be Luminous and Viſible of themſelves throughout 
the whole Syſtem ; ſo that all the Planetary Bo- 
dies — would be continually enlightened, 
and no Darkneſs could approach any Parts of 
their Surfaces, whether in the Preſence of the 
Sun's Body above, or Abſence below their Hori- 
Zons, but would give a ſurrounding Illumination 
when below the Horizon of any Globe, beyond 
the Circumference of its Shadow. 


From hence it appears, that the Sun's Atmo- 
ſphere is only a ſurrounding Circumference of its 
viſible Luſtre, which Atmoſphere terminates 
with its Viſibility ; and returns all material Par- 
ticles and Effluvia to its oton Body, as properly 
belonging to it as their Center. 


So then the Light and Heat emitted from the 
Sun into the Planetary Syſtem, tho* only of a 
Spirituous Influence, muſt be progreſſive, and 
take up ſome Time to come from its Body and 
Atmoſphere to the diſtant Globes it warms and 
enlightens, which it could not do if its Atmoſ- 
phere was diſperſed thro? the Planetary Syſtem. 


There can be no ſuch Thing as inſtantaneous 
Motion, ſince all Motion whatſoever muſt fu 
pole Progreſſion, whether that which moves 
material or ſpiritual; And nothing but that 
which is infinite can be inſtantaneouſly every 
where; and that which is thus inſtantaneouſly 

1 every 


(35) | 
every where can ſuffer neither Motion, 5 


nor Situation; ſo that created ſpiritual Intelli- 


itſelf muſt be progreſſive, for if it was in- 
—— then would ir comprehend Infinity, 


becauſe then it would be inſtantly every where, 
which is impoſſible for any created Being to be, 
ſince that is only the incommunicable Property 


of neceſſary Self- Exiſtence, 


From hence it will follow, that what is really 
7 or Spiritual does not neceſſarily mply 
aneouſneſs, nor can it be in any created ſpi- 

ritual Exiſtence. 


So then, tho* the Rays of the Sun be propre/- 
eve, tis no Argument at all to prove them Ma- 
terial; but their prodigious Velocity may be ſaid 
to exceed the Motions of all material Bodies, as 
much as ſpiritual Intelligence may exceed the Mo- 
tion of /p:rituous Influence. 


An Opake Body is alſo capable to ſtop or hin- 
der its fpirituous Illumination, becaule it has 
the Power of excluding thoſe material Particles, 
to which it muſt be united to become viſible ; 
therefore a material opake Body is capable to 
receive its Rays only on its Surface, and from 
thence to reflect them in a tranſparent Medium, 
but tha? emitted from a material Globe, yet 
thro? their ſpirituous Influence they will naturally 
pals thro* the hardeſt tranſparent Solids, with- 
out Force or Reluctancy, thro* which no mate- 
rial Particles whatſoever can fo enter. 


And as it is placed in the Center of our Syſtem, 
and muſt, as above obſerved, have all material 
E 2 Particles, 
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Particles, which are ſent off from its Body, by 
its continual Flames, returned to it again as their 
proper Center, I think we may infer, that the Sun 
nay be created and conſtituted by the infinitely 
wife and powerful Contriver of the whole mate- 
rial and immaterial Creation, that notwithſtand- 
ing its continual Flames, it may ſuffer no Dimi- 
nution nor irrecoverable Change, but this I leave 
to more curious Enquirers, , 8 

And we may unqueſtionably obſerve, that it 
is adapted to anſwer all the Ends of infinite Wiſ- 


dom, ſo far as it was deſigned to be uſeful and 


ſerviceable, | 

And from the preſent View of its Uſefulneſs, 
who cannot but be filled with Wonder and A- 
mazement ! Oh ! pleaſing Wonder and agreeable 
Amazement ! to look into the Works of infinite 
Power, Goodneſs, Wiſdom, Deſign, and Con- 
trivance. 


And if theſe ſmall Rays of his wonderful 


Works are thus capable to ſurpriſe us, being on- 


ly now ſeen as thro' a Glaſs darkly, what then 


will be the clear Proſpect of them? To attain 
which, ” 


Let us henceforth endeavour that we may con- 
tinue that Veneration of the ſupreme infinite Crea · 
tor and Contriver of all his wonderful Works, that 
our Wonder and Amazement may put us upon 
the Wings 'of heavenly and delightful Afpira- 
tions, to render our Prayers devout, our Praiſes 
angelica], our Lives holy, and our future State 
happy. Amen, Fn 

: POS T- 
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Neceſſary Exiſtence is that which only is or 
can be Inſtantaneous, for Inſtantaneouſneſs com- 

hends -Iyffnity both as to Time and Place, be- 
ing not ſubject to Motion, Duration, or Situa- 


Motion reſpects different Situations, Duration 
reſpects Time, and Situation reſpects Place, but 
that which is inſtantaneous includes them all, 
as being infantly preſent to them all, therefore in- 
capable of Progreſſion, and fo. immoveable; in- 
capable of Duration, or ſeparating Time into 
Parts, and. ſo unc hangeable; incapable of Situa- 
tion, or being confined to Place, and fo every 
where inflantaneoufly Preſent, 4 


So that infinite neceſſary Exiſtence can ſuffer 
neither Motion as to different Situations, nor Du- 
ration as to Time, ſince it neceſſarily is infinitely 
extended thro* both Place and Time. | 


* 


But all created Beings, whether Material or 
Spiritual, as they muſt neceſſarily have had a 
Beginning of Exiſtence, muſt be ſubjected to Du- 
ration, as well as to Place or Motion; for what- 
ever had a Beginning, its future Exiſtence muſt 
ever be lengthening, tho? it ſhould exift to Eter- 
nity hereafter z therefore its Exiſtence is progre/- 
froe, tho". eternal to come, and ſo may be called 
an eternal Duration, | 


But 
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But Neceſſity of Exiſtence, as it is without Be- 


ginning, ſo it implies an Impoſlibility-of its Non- 
Exiſtence, and renders ſuch Exiſtence incapable 


of Progreſſion or Duration, and therefore of its 
Eternity, being either lng bned ar Hier med, and 
Jo incapable of either Addltions or Subftraions. . 


2 


£ uf W 
v - 2 #3 


"SITE 


13 * } 
iii” I iy 


* 


a 


w=axsy 
ONLY 


DIG 1 y (5 * 2 | 
W 0 | MH 1 J WW EX — 
© \ % — 


1 07 the Immortality of the Saul,” 


TDROM. the foregoing Proof of the | Being 


and Attributes of God it 


' TC WIT 


DISSERTATION IV. Ys 


that Mat- 


ter is incapable of Self-Exiſtence, therefore it may 


be ſubjected to Decay and Corruption: And that 


the Self-exiſtent Being muſt neceſſarily be a piri- 
tual and immaterial Eſſence, therefore ang 
that was created could become capable of Intel. 
ligence and Reaſon that was merely material, and 
not actuated with Spirit; for whatever material 
Bodies are endued with Reaſon and Intelligence, 
immaterial 
y.z and 
tho' during the Union of this ſpiritual Exiſtence, 
or of the Soul with the Body, the Body will en- 
joy Senſations proper to their joint Connexion, 
yet there are allo Senſations or Faculties belong- 
ing to the Soul independent of the Body (as con- 
ſidered in my Journey thro' the World) therefore 
the Body may be ſubjected to ſuch Alterations 


it muſt. be from the Actuation of 
and ſpiritual Exiſtence in that material 


and 


b 


„ | 
and Changes as the Soul itfelf cannot be; for as 
the Soul only is the Le, which actuates unthinlæ- 
ing Matter, ſo having once entered into Exi- 
ſtence, tho* thro* an Almighty Power, in the 
curious Compoſire of the Matter itſelf z yet, be- 
cauſe it is of a ſpiritual Kind it will hereafter for 
ever exiſt, whether in, or ſeparate from that 
Body which it thus actuates, according to the 
Nature and Reaſon of Things; becauſe ſpiritual 
Exiftence is neceffarily from Eternity, but ma- 
terial Exiftence is not, ſo that whatever is creat- 
ed of a fpiritual Nature, muſt have the Nature 
of a future eternal Exiſtence communicated to it 
from its Creation 'by the ſpiritual Self-Exiſtence 
of its Creator, for ſpiritual — being ne- 
ceſſarlly exiſtent in the original Cauſe, Immorta- 
lity is from thence communicated to all created 
ſpiritual Exiſtences from the Time of their Crea- 
tion: Thus Mortality can only affect Matter, 
and not Spirit. | | 


It may likewiſe be obſerved from the forego- 


ing Diſſertations, that Matter is of itſelf incapa- - 


'ble of any Perception, and that Perception muſt 
be diſtinct from Matter, and may therefore be 
either joined to it or ſeparated from it, and exiſt 
either with or without it; and tho? it began to 
exiſt in that material Body as a proper Rece 

tacle, yet the Body which it thus began to exiſt 
in being material (the Eſſence of which was not 
eternal, as ſpiritual Eſſence was) may be ſubjected 
to Decay and Alteration, but the Life which is 
the Soul, being of an immaterial and ſpiritual Eſ- 
ſence cannot be ſubject to Decay with the mate- 
rial and corruptible Body; for tho* the Spirit 
may ceaſe to actuate Matter, yet it cannot ceaſe 


do 


(49) 
to exiſt (being itſelf Life and Intelligence) when 
from Matter by its corruptible Morta- 


58 


lity, hut e eee State when for- 


ded out of the Body, either by a natural Decay of 
it, or when by ſome accidental Detriment it is 
rendered en to continue * Souls Habita- 


tlas any longer. 


And this may be a * common Obſer- 
vation in Matter,of Fact; in that while the Body 
is in ſenſible Decay, thro! Age or Sickneſs, the 
Soul at the ſame Time ſuffers no Decay, but will 
continue to brighten and increaſe in 8 
if it has not been corrupted by giving way to 
the Indulgences of the bodily Senſes, or thro 
Decay or Diſorder of ſuch Parts of the Body, 
that naturally will obſcure and darken its Opera- 
tion in their preſent Union; for thoſe, who ſuf- 
fer a gradual Decay of Body, whoſe Brains are 

preſerved in a _ and due Order, will have 
* Senſations Faculties of their Souls clear 
and 1550 to the very laſt Minute of their Lives; 
which muſt neceſſarily ſhew that the Sou deca 
not with the Body, and will therefore exiſt with 


out it. 


Under what an ket Obligation are 
we then, to prepare for the Concerns of another 


Life ? To help you in which I ſhall refer you to 
my Journey thro" the World, 


THREE 


* 
' 


Tanz PHILOSOPHICAL 


DISSERTATIONS, 


PrRovinGs, 


1. That Seacz is abſolutely Infinite. 

2. That MarrzR is not infinitely diviſible, 

3. That the Univerſal Space is not interſperſed 
throughout with Material Globes. 


By BENF AMIN PARKER, Author of the 
PriLog0PHICAL MEDITATIONS, Sc. 
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T2 following Diſſertations are deſign- 
ed to inform the Judgment, and to 
brighten the Mind, and to raiſe and 

elevate it to an unprejudiced Enquiry 
after divine and philoſophical Truths. 


And to remove the Intricacies of common 
Diſputations of this Kind, which may add to 
the Pleaſure, and engage the Induſtry of young 
Students, who ſhall engage themſelves in main- 
raining and defending this Cauſe. and give their 
Opponents an Opportunity, either to ſtrengthen 
their Arguments againſt them, or to ſubmit to 
them. 


The firſt and third of theſe Diſſertations are 
variouſly diſputed, and remain under a doubtful 
Determination, my Attempt therein is to remove 
its Doubtfulneſs, and to put the Matter in as 
clear a Light as I can; if I ſhould prove defi- 
cient in my Purpoſe for want of Language to 
expreſs my Notions, I would perſwade myſelf 
that ſome more Learned may hereafter diſcover 
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Truth on my Side, and employ their Pens in 
my Defence, and more effectually clear up the 
Difficulties which I have unſucceſfively attempted; 
to remove, 


Indeed I am apprehenſive that my ſecond Diſ- 
ſertation is. at this Day, as liable to meet with 
a general Oppoſition, as the Pythagerean Syſtem 
met with in the Days of Pythagoras and future 
Ages, which in all Schools of Learning was 
condemned and thrown out as heterodox Phi- 
loſophy: And tho? it was afterwards revived by 
Copernicus, yet it was ſtill exploded by the 
Schools and Academies of Learning. 


Until the incomparable Sir Iſaac Newton gave 
ſo manifeſt Demonſtrations of the Proof thereof, 
that the Schoolmen could no longer reſiſt the 
Evidence, tho' they had before ſtood out againſt 
Arguments, u hich I think were uſed before his 
Time, more than was abundantly ſufficient to 
pom it, had not the Force of the Prejudices of 

ducation over-ballanced the Power of convincing 
Arguments. But he muſt now be looked upon 
as a very weak and unlearned Judge, that will offer 
to vindicate what the former Schools ſo obſti- 
nately conteſted for. 


So common is it for Youth to imbibe wrong 
Principles in their Education, that clear Evidence 
to the contrary will very hardly be admitted, 
even amongſt Men of the beſt Learning; for we 
may obſerve by Experience that there is ſcarce 
one in a Thouſand that quite relinquiſh the Prin- 
ciples of their Education, or that do ever 
thoroughly dilngage themſelves from the Pre- 

F 2 judices 
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judices firſt impreſſed upon them by their 
— 4 who at firſt being able to ſupport their 
Inſtructions by nts, which tho falſe, their 
Pupils cannot confute, they receive them with 
due Attention, and with undiſcerning Judgment, 
ſuffer the Impreſſions to take Root till it becomes 
very difficult, even by a diligent Application of 
the Perſon thus influenced, to eraze the Princi- 

les of his. Education, but right or wrong it muſt 
as he firſt was taught. 


8 


Even in Religion how ſeldom is it to be found 
otherwiſe than- that the Principles of Religion 
are taken upon Truſt, without any Examination 
into the Reaſons why ſuch Sentiments are agree- . 
able to Scripture and Reaſon ; but aſk them wh 
they believe? Their beſt Anſwer will be, 
they were ſo taught to believe by their Inſtruc- 
tors: Some indeed may remember the Reaſon 
of their Belief that was given them along with 
their Inſtructions, - but will not be convinced but 
their own Perſuaſion is certainly the beſt, not- 
withſtanding it may be expoſed to the ſtrongeſt 
Objections: And even this Bigottry has been as 
prevalent amongſt the Learned as the more ig- 
norant. 


And I do not find but that even now this 
ſtill prevails amongſt the Schools, where they 
pretend to ſearch out Truth without Partiality, 
when even there they are ready to entertain the 
Sentiments of Men, ſometimes becauſe learned 
and rich, who for thoſe Reaſons become eſteem- 
ed, eſpecially where they have acquired a Repu- 
tation for Virtue, which commonly heals all Mi- 
ſakes in their Sentiments : But tho* I would be 


3 far 
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mens for or againſt in Diſpute, that he 
who ſits as the Determiner of the Controverſy, 
is generally adherred to by both Defendant and 
Opponents and if he, who ſeemed to have the 
beer of the Argument, chances to have his 
Argument condemned by his Senior Judge, his 
Deermination is generally acquieſced in by both. 
And it is certainty Prudence it ſhould be fo, ex- 
cept hen one or other of the Diſputants is capable 
to produce ſufficient Reaſons for his Non-com- 
phance. | 22 
I have obferved that Men are of late in“ Re- 
tigion leſs bigoted than formerly, and a greater 
Spirit of Charity to reign amongſt Men of dif- 
ferent Perſuafions, and I ſhould be glad to ſee 
the ſfurne Spirit univerſal, which would make 
Truth more eaſily diſcoverable, For it was Bi 
gottry fixed to the Principles of Education that 
cauſed the Schools ſo long to reject the Copernt- 
can Syſtem derived from Pythaporas. 

And as my ſecond Differtation is contrary to 
the preſent general Sentiments of the Schools, T 


ſhall expect it to meer with the more Oppoſitionʒ 
however I profeſs they are my deliberare Senti- 


* Not te men iim the Figotery of our preſent Methodifts. - 
ments, 


47 
ments, as I have not as yet been able to embrace 
the general Perſuaſion, and to ſwallow the com- 
mon Maxim, that Matter is infinitely diviſible : 
But I do profeſs that if any Man can convince 
me that my Arguments are inſufficient to prove, 


that Matter is not infinitely diviſible, I will readily 
retract them. 


Now as it has always been my Deſire to be as 
uſeful to the World as the Advantages of my 
Learning, Genius, and unbyaſſed Judgment 
would admit; fo the preſent Diſſertations are not 
deſigned to amuſe the Readers with Strains of 
Rhetorick and Eloquence, but ſubſtantial 
Reaſoning, in a ſhort and cloſe Manner, (for 


Truth lies in a little Room) I ſhall endeavour to 
regulate the Judgments of the unprejudiced, 
without running into ſuch Lengths, as common- 
ly perplex and puzzle both Authors and Rea- 

ers: This I have endeavoured to avoid in the 


Delivery of my Sentiments in the following Diſ- 
ſertations. TM 


THREE 


r 


My of 


— 


THREE 


DISSERTATION I. 
That SPACE is abſolutely infinite. 


OCTOR Vas, in his Philoſophi- 

BY cal Eſſays, endeavours to prove Space 
Z D 1 finite, from the Exiſtence of ſo 
many Globes in it, ſuppoſing that 
the Exiſtence of Space is deſtroyed 
in the Exiſtence of Matter; or that where Mat- 
ter exiſts, Space muſt neceſſarily have no Exi- 
ſtence, but muſt terminate in the Exiſtence of 
Material Globes. = 


From 
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From hence he ſuppoſes Space to be only a 
Mode of Exiſtence, or as Shade to be a meer 
Non: entity. | 


And this fram the Authority of his Learning 
and Character, has not only gained among the 
* but alſo amongſt many of the higher 

laſs. 


But that it muſt be a Miſtake in the learned 
Doctor, I ſhall endeavour to prove from the 
Original of Globes, and the eternal unoriginated 
Nature of Space, whereby I think my preceding 
Philoſophical Diſſertations will alſo be confirmed, 
in which I have proved Matter not eternal, but 
dependent upon an Original and Firſt Cauſe, and 
therefore created; or in other Terms, that in 
the Production of Matter ſomething was made 
to exiſt, which did not exiſt before. 


The Exiſtence then of Matter mult be in 
Space, which neceſſarily and without Cauſe exiſt- 
ed infinitely before, and was therefore the only 
UBI to contain whatever might be created in 
Time, and therefore all created Exiſtences, 
whether Material or Spiritual, muſt live, move, 
and have their Exiſtence in it. For, 


Before the Creation of Matter, which, as be- 
fore proved, could have no independent neceſ- 
ſary Exiftence, Space muſt neceſſariſy exiſt 
throughout the univerſal Void, without Cauſe 
or Creation, even every where the fame z and as 
before the Creation of Globes and Inhabitants 
Space m uſt neceſſarily fo exiſt, ſo the — 

0 
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of created Globes and Inhabitants in Space does 
not in the leaſt alter or change the infinite Exi- 
ſtence of Space; for Spare does not in the ſeaſt 
ceaſe to exiſt in the Globes and Inhabitants, 
which exiſt in it. For, 


Let it be conſidered, that as Space was neceſ- 
farily infinite in itfelf before the Creation of 
Globes and Inhabitants; that the Globes and In- 
habitants Exiſtence in Space does not in the leaſt 
deftroy the Infinity of Space wherein they exiſt ; 
for that which exiſts of itſelf, without Cauſe or 
Original, its Exiſtence muſt neceſſarily contain 
(it being of itſelf abſolutely infinite, and every 
where) all created Exiftences whatfoever, it be- 
„ eee to find them an UBI elſewhere to 
exilt, 


Nor can that which is neceſſarily every where, 
without Cauſe or Creation, be ever excluded 
from being ſo by the Creation of any Beings 
whatſoever, ſince neceſſary Exiſtence implies its 
Exiſtence, as well in a Plenum as a Vacumm; and 
as all Things created muſt exiſt in it, fo it muſt 
as neceſſarily exiſt in them as well as out of 
them, and as certainly and infinitely as wen 
they had no Exiſtence. 


So then as the Exiſtences of Material Globes 
are in Space, ſo docs Space exiſt in Material 
Globes. 


The Exiſtence of Space in Material Globes is 
its Exiſtence in a Plenum; its Exiſtence out of 


them is its Exiſtence in a Facumm. 
G 2 But 
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But tho! we figure in our own Minds theſe 


different Ways of its Exiſtence; yet this does 


not in the leaſt alter the Manner of the Exiſtence 
of Space every where. AS | 


For Space is the ſame whether it exiſts in or 
out of Matter, 


The Space that any Globe exiſts in is the ſame 
Space whether the Globe exiſts or not. 


If the Globes Exiſtence was deſtroyed or taken 
away, yet the Space it exiſted in would remain. 


And though Globes move and change their 
Poſitions or Places with Reſpect to one another, 
yet Space can never be changed; Space being 
every where the ſame unchangeable Exiſtence ; 
So that the Poſition of Globes one to another, 
and their various Motions, make no Change in 
Space, which they exiſt and move in,” nor 1n the 
leaſt deſtroy or alter its Infinity ; nor does their 
Motions change the Space they occupy or exiſt 
in, their Exiſtence being every one of them ex- 
actly in the Middle of infinite Space (as I ob- 
ſerved in the firſt Part of my Philoſophical Medi- 
tations, Sect. II.) ſo that let their Poſitions to 
one another, thro? their various Motions, be 
what they will, theſe Motions and Mutation on- 
ly reſpect one another in different Poſitions, but 
do not at all affect the Space they exiſt and move 
in ; for let them be where they will in Space, *tis 
equally the ſame as to the Space they exiſt in 
ſince Lines may be extended from every Part of 
the Surfaces of every Globe (and conſequently 


from 
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from the Boundaries of the whole material Crea- 
tion) without Termination, and therefore equally 


extended beyond Meaſure, or Imaginations eter- 
nally multiplied. 


; 


The Sum of all is this ; that as Space muſt 
neceſſarily be infinite in itſelf before the Creation 
of Material Globes, even ſupremely infinite, and 
muſt therefore be poſſeſſed of all Fulneſs and Per- 
fections, becauſe nothing can be wanting in In- 
finity which it is not poſſeſſed of (as obſerved in 
the former Part of this Work) ſo it is impoſlible 
any Thing could be added to it, or ſubſtracted 
from it; it will therefore neceſſarily follow, that 
the Creation of Globes and Inhabitants could not 
in the leaſt alter or change the Nature of Space, 
or its Infinity of Exiſtence, ſince its Exiſtence is 
apparently every where, whether in a Plenum or 


a Vacuum, as it was when there was only a Void 
to exiſt in, 
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DISSERTATION IM. 
That Matter is not infenitely divifible. 


T is agreed on all Hands, that Matter conſiſts 
I of Parts, and it muſt neceſſarily be a true 

axim ; for whatever may be divided muſt con- 
fiſt of Parts, for that only cannot ſuffer Divi- 
fion, which is without Parts, and as it is fſelf- 
evident that Matter may be divided; fo it is as 
evident that it muſt conſiſt of Parts, otherwiſe 


it could not ſuffer Diviſion, 


As therefore it conſiſts of Parts, Parts muſt 
neceſſarfly conftitute its Subſtance, which Sub- 
ſtance may be divided into the Parts (be they as 
many as 4 will) that the Matter conſiſts of; 
and Parts muft conſiſt of Number, not of Infi- 
nity; nor can Infinity conſiſt of Number or 
Parts, for there are no Parts in or of Infinity; 
and to talk of an infinite Number is abſurd, ſince 
Number can never be infinite; but when we 
run to Numbers that ſurpaſs our preſent Com- 
prehenſions, we properly enough call them in- 


definite. 


Yet all Numbers we can poſübly name or fi- 
gure are as far from Infinity, in its true Extent, 


as a ſingle Unite itſelf, 


2 Now 
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Now ſuppoſe we ſhould by Imagination divide 
a ſingle Grain of Sand into as many Parts as -we 
were capable to conceive the Number of, yet the 
Parts being thus imaginarily divided (for it 
could not be fo divided but in Imagination) we 
muſt at laſt center in an indiviſible Part, or the 
Parts of it are deſtroyed, and it muſt be confeſ- 
ſed (contrary to the plain Proof above) to be 
without the Parts of which it is allowed to con- 


ſiſt. 


Now when it is divided into as many Parts as 
it could poſſibly conſiſt of, the Diviſion thereof 


muſt terminate, it being impoſſible to divide one 
ſingle Part into two. 


If then one ſingle Grain of Sand will termi- 
nate in its Diviſion of Parts, then will the whole 


terraqueous Globe alſo terminate in its Diviſion 
of Parts, 


As for Example, ſuppoſe one ſingle Grain of 
Sand may be divided into Millions of Millions of 
Parts, or if you will into ten Times Millions of 
Millions, or (as ſome have given that the Name 
of ) Decatillions, yet each Part muſt at laſt be- 
come indiviſible, becauſe that which conſiſts of 
Parts, when each Part is ſeparated that conſtitu- 
ted the whole, each individual Part muſt become 


as a Mathematical Point (of which hereafter) and 
can ſuffer no longer Diviſion, 


Again, take one ſingle Grain of Sand for an 
Unite of the Parts of the whole Globe, and 
multiply as many as will conſtitute the Subſtance 

of 
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of a Barley Corn, and from thence as many as 
will ill a Pint, and from thence you might go 
on toas many as would make up the Bulk of the 
whole Earth, the Amount of which Number 1 
believe may be reaſonably ſuppoſed not to exceed 
the Number above allowed in the Diviſion of a 
Grain of Sand: And ſuppoſing that a Decatil- 
lion Grains of Sand would make up the Bulk of 
the whole Earth, and that a Grain of Sand might 
itſelf be divided into as many Parts, it would 
follow that if a Grain of Sand, which was taken 
for an Unite of the Parts of the Earth, be al- 
lowed to have a Decatillion of Parts in itſelf, 
that then the Parts of Matter from their Unity, 
of which our Globe would conſiſt, would be on- 
ly a Decatillion of Decatillions. 


Again, if we would imagine as many Globes 
m the Univerſe, or material Creation, as theſe 
are Parts of Matter thus imaginarily allowed in 
the Globe of the Earth, and ſuppoſing every 
Globe to conſiſt of as many Parts of Matter as 
this Earth, then the Number of the ſingle Par- 
ticles of Matter, that would conſtitute the whole 
material Creation, would amount to four Times 
Decatillions of Decatillions. 40 | 


Thus you might name and figure Numbers 
at Pleaſure 2 your own Ideas of them, that 
if the Numbers above named be not thought ſuf- 
ficient for the Purpoſe above obſerved, you ſee 
there is room to number every Thing finite; 
and that that which conſiſts of Parts, conſiſts of 
Number of Parts, and can never be infinite, and 


therefore not infizitely divi/ible, but that mw 
ma 
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may be Names and Figures * of Numbers in- 
vented and figured to exceed the Number of all 
the Parts of Matter in the whole Univerſe, let 
the material Creation be ever ſo extenſive, and 
yet no Number whatſoever can any more reach 


Infinity, as above obſerved, than one ſingle Unite. 
But it is generally affirmed by the Opponents. 


of this Diſſertation that it is impoſſible to reduce 
Matter to one ſingle Mathematical Point by Di- 
viſion, and that there is no ſuch Thing as a Ma- 
thematical Point, except in Imagination, 


But why ſhould it be in the Imagination, if 
there be no ſuch Thing? And why is it ſaid to 


be indiviſible, if there be no ſuch Thing in Exi- 


ſtence ? 


This is like to affirming, that, that which is 
not in Exiſtence, cannot be divided becauſe it is 
not in Exiſtence. 


* From Decatillions you may go to ten Times Decatil- 
lions of Decatillions, or, for the Sake of a nearer Name to 
that Number, you may call it Vigentillions, and ſo on to 
Trigentillions, Quadragentillions, Quingentillions, Sexagen- 
tillions, Septengentillions, Octogentillions, 152 — 
and Centilhons ; every one riſing in a tenfold Proportion, 
as from Millions to Decatillions ; and as a Decatillion would 
in Figure conſiſt of an Unite at the Head of fixty 
Cyphers, ſo a Decatillion of Decatillions would conſiſt 
of an Unite at the Head of an hundred and twenty 
Cyphers, and fixty Cyphers muſt be added to every 
Addition of Decatillions till you come to ten Times Deca- 
tillions of Decatillions, or Vigentillions, which Number 
will be figured with an Unite at the Head of Six hundred 
Cyphers, or ten Times ſixty, which Numher of Cyphers muſt 
again be doubled with the Unite at the Head to make up 
Vigentillions of Vigentillions, which being again repeated 


ten Times will make up Trigentillions, and then again the 


whole Namber of Cyphers doubled makes up Trigentillions 
of Trigentillions, &c. 
we.» But 
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But that which is not in Exiſtence eught not 
to exiſt in the Imagination, and the Notion 
ought to be exploded out of the Imagination as 
a Phantom only ſprung from it, 


But if it may be proved ſomething more than 
bare Imagination, and yet, by the Mathematical 
Laws, be indiviſible, then it muſt be allowed to 
be one ung Particle of Matter, tho* next unto 
nothing, being ſo far loſt to our Conceptians, 
that it can only find a Seat in our Imagination : 
But to diſburden the Imagination of this Load, I 
ſhall here attempt to give an imaginary Mathe- 


8 Experiment of a real Mathematical 
oint. | 


For Example, it is agreed that the Perifery 
of two Mathematical Circles meeting one againſt 
another (let the Circumference be what it will) 
can only touch in one Mathematical Paint, and, 
as, above obſerved, it is allo agreed, that a Ma- 
thematical Point is indiviſible. 


This being premiſed, 

Let two Mathematical Globes be hung up in 
one Room at a proper Diſtance, oppoſite to 
each other, then let them be put into Motion, 
till their Motions will give a Touch upon each 
other; that Touch (according to the above Al- 
lowance) can only be in ne Mathematical Point, 
which can therefore be only one ſingle, indiviſible 
Particle of Matter, and that ſingle, indiviſible 
Particle of Matter muſt be that Mathematical 
Point which cannot be divided. 


Juſt 


(639 

Juſt ſo is that Touch performed in one Inſtant, 
by the ſtowing of which Inſtants Time is produ- 
ced ; ſo by the Collection of Multitudes of theſe 
Particles. of Matter the Subſtance of che Matter 
is encreaſcd. And whatever will either ſuffer 
Enereaſe or Diminution can never become any 
Ways infinite, and therefore not infinitely divi- 
ſible 3 nay, the very Notion of the Word divi- 
ſible plainly implies its Non- Infinity, ſince Infis 
nity as plainly implies Indiviſibility. 


But if Matter could be infinitely diviſible, then 
would Tame alſo, and there could be no ſuch 
Thing as an Inſtant in Time, and if there was 
no. ſuch Thing as an Inſtant in Time, there 
could be no Time at all, no more could there be 
any Matter at all, if there was not a ſingle indi- 
viſible Particle of Matter. 


So that you may hereby ſee what the Maxim, 
that Matter is infinitely diviſible, will amount to, 
even to prove that there is no ſuch Thing as 
Matter in the. Univerſe, which would be the 
Conſequence. if there was not one ſingle indivi- 
ſible Particle; for if there was not one ſingle in- 
diviſible Particle, then certainly there muſt be 
none at all, 


But Inſtants of Time are always with us, and 
their continul flowing, and making no ſtay, is 
that alone which gives Time a Name of Dura- 
tion to us. | 


But as an Inſtant of Time, and one ſingle 
Particle of Matter are almoſt equally difficult for 
us to frame a juſt Idea of; fo I think they are 
as cally one as the other reconcilable to our Ima- 
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giuation, Without having Recourſe to the vid 
Maxim, that Matter is infinitely diviſible z fot 
tho we find it to be diviſible beyond our Com- 
prehenſions, we need not thereby perſuade our- 
ſelves that it is therefore infinitely ſo; as if we 
ſhould expect to cotnprehend every Thing that 
was not infinite; but this we muſt expect to 
e ſhort of in all the Works of the Author of 
ature. 


But as to Infinity, notwithſtanding our com- 


| mon Way of thinking and expreſſing our No- 


tions to one anothers Capacities, that Infinity or 
Space is perfectly Circular, ſo it is the ſame in 
the common Idea we can frame of it every 
where; and were we to imagine Centers at never 
ſo great Diſtances one from another, they would 
be equally in the Middle of it. So that let us 
imagine a Center where we will, at never fo 
great Diſtance from where we are, and let us 
from the firſt Center, be where it will, draw 
imaginary Circles, the firſt being at the Diſtance 
of the fixed Stars from us, and every Circle 
carry the ſame Diſtance one from another, as 
the firſt from the Center, and could they be fo 
repeated by us every Minute to an Eternity to 
come, we ſhould be as far from including Infint- 
iy in the laſt Circle, as the very Center was 
from it at which we firſt began, 


What Comprehenſions can we then entertain 
of Infinity, when neither Number, tho? ever fo 
extenſive, or Diſtances ever ſo immeaſurable, 
come any nearer to it than an Unite or a Center, 
a perfect Mathematical Point? Nothing can then 
be infinite but neceſſary Self- exiſtence; nor can 

2 any 
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any Thing created be capable of infinite Diviſi- 
bility, and therefore the Material Creation muſt 
have Bounds, as I ſhall endeavour to prove in 


DISSERTATION III. 


That the Univerſal Space is not interſperſed 
throughout with Material Globes. 


NYOME of our modern Philoſophers have 
made it a Query, whether or no the whole 
Univerſal Space might not be interſperſed through- 
out with Material Globes: But tho* moſt have 
judged on the Negative, ſtill it has remained 
undetermined by all. 


- To reſolve which Query 1 ſhall attempt to 
ſhew, that ſuch a Suppoſition is inconſiſtent with 
Reaſon, and the Order of Nature, 


Firſt, If the Univerſal Space was thoroughly 
interſ] with material Globes, then would 
they be infinite, and without all Number, and 


whatever is really infinite can admit of no Addi- 
tion. 


Now it is allowed a reaſonable Suppoſition, 
that amongſt the various Syſtems of the Globes in 
the Univerſe, that all but the Central Luminaries 
are fitted for Inhabitants, as being made up of 
the ſame or like Materials and Elements as our 
owa Globe, and that they are in all Probability 
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as properly repleniſhed with various Inhabitants, 


But if the Globes themſelves were really in- 
finite, then it would follow that the Inhabitants 
that repleniſh them could not exceed the Infinity 
(ON to ſay the Number) of the Globes them- 

ves. n 


Secondly, If you wilt not allow the Globes to 
be thus inhabited, it is undeniably evident that 
the Globes conſiſt of Matter, and that the Mat- 
ter of them conſiſts of Parts, as before proved 
and allowed; from whence alſo it would follow, 
that the Parts of the Matter, of which they con- 
ſiſt, could not exceed the Infinity (not again to 
ſay the Number) of the Globes themſelves; 
which are ſuch Abſurdities as can never be re- 
conciled. For whatever is really infinite can 
never be exceeded by another Infinity. | 


Therefore that which is only neceſſarily Self- 
exiſtent can only be infinite, but whatever will 
admit of Number never can. 


But the Creation is made up of Parts and 
Number, not of Iufinity, which conſiſts of nei- 
ther, but is without Parts, and beyond all Num · 


ber, real or imaginary. 


Thirdly, Whatever is really infinite can never 
be encreaſed by Addition; from which I ob- 
ſerve, that the Inhabitants of the Globes are not 
infinite, and conſequently not the Globes. 


Example, We find upon our own. Globe that 


its Inhabitants have encreaſed and multiplied wy 


663) 
the Formation of Adam, and ſtill continue ſo to 
do, but if there can be no Addition to Infinity 
there could be no Multiplication; there is there- 
fore no Infinity in the Works of Creation. 


For the Works of Creation admit of Parts, 
Number, and Encreaſe, and therefore can never 
be infinite z for it is impoſſible that Number and 
Encreaſe can ever reach Infinity, no not if it 
ſhould continue to be encreaſed to an eternal Du- 
ration to come; for that which has nor Infinity 
in its own Nature and Neceſlity of Exiſtence can 
never have Infinity communicated to it ; Infinity 
being (as before obſerved) an incommunicable 
Property of neceſſary Self-exiſtence. 


Therefore the material Globes of the Uni- 
verſe, as well as their Inhabitants, muſt admit 
of Number, which tho? never fo extenſive, they 
muſt have Bounds and Limits, and be circum- 


{cribed on every Side by Infinity, without Parts, 
or Meaſure, or Number, or End, 


Yet the Works of the Almighty, neceſſary 
Self-exiſtent Effence, are no leſs wonderfully ſur- 
rizing, being vaſtly beyond the Reach of our 
Underfiandings and impoſſible for us to find 
out, or to adjuſt the Numbers, Bounds, and Li- 
mits of the Works of his Hands, 


But we may obſerve, from the Abſurdities 
that would naturally flow from the aforeſaid Sup- 
ſition of the Infinity of them, that it is incon- 
iſtent with the Wiſdom and Power of Infinity 


itſelf to extend his Warks beyond Bounds and 
Limits, 
But 
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But as their Bounds and Limits are fo far 
ſtretched out that they exceed our moſt elevated 
and extended Underſtandings; let us with hum- 
ble Adoration - admire the Works of his Power 
and Wiſdom ; let us ſee our own Inſufficiency 
to comprehend them; and let us, with ſpiritual 
Deſires after a more perfect State, purſue the hol 
Dictates of our bleſſed Redeemer, by whole 
happy Guidance may we be conducted out of 
Darkneſs into eternal Light; andmay all the Na, 
tions of the Earth, thro' the Light of the holy 
Jesvs, ſee the Salvation of Gop, that as we are 
all Children from one Parent, and Members of 
one Body, we may be made Heirs together of 
the Mercies of Gop in CyrisT Jzsvus, 
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